
 
Guildhall/Highdown/Colebrook/ 

Beacon Cross 

 

Distance – 7 miles 

Start/Finish Point – The Guildhall 

Difficulty – 4/5 
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Route – 

1. From the Guildhall, go down Fore Street 

following the road around to the right at the 

bottom and turn right into Parsonage Street. 

2. Follow Parsonage Street up the hill past 

‘Pendennis’ and the Manor House and go up the 

hill. 

3. As you go down the hill, you will pass the first 

of two lanes on the left. The first one is 

Strawberry Lane and it is believed locally that 

plague victims were buried in the corner of the 

field near the lane. 

4. The next lane on the left is Cranishaies Lane this 

is opposite a turning to the right which is marked 

as Halthaies with the Duchy logo above it. Turn 

left up the lane that heads towards and through 

Highdown Farm. Please remember that this is a 

working farm with livestock so please be careful 

and if you have a dog then now is the time to put 

it on a lead. You will go through the farmyard and 

continue along where the track turns into tarmac 



road and leads out to the top of the Bradninch to 

Cullompton road 

5. Turn right here and walk on the main road for a 

short distance before turning left at a Public 

Footpath sign and head down the track that leads 

onto Colebrook Lane. 

6. Turn right 

onto 

Colebrook 

lane and 

after a few 

metres there 

is a footpath 

sign pointing 

between the 

buildings on 

the opposite side of the road. 

7. This is Russel Lane. Follow this up two hills 

before dropping down to the road at Knowle. 
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8. Turn 

Left 

here 

onto 

Knowle 

Lane. 

After 

about a 

quarter of a mile, look over the right hand hedge 

to the distance to see Hillersdon House, a 

Georgian manor house built in the mid-19th C and 

was subject of a 4 year restoration by its current 

owner. It was famous for its parties at the end of 

the 19th C with one lady of the house running off 

with a guest and party goers bathing in 

champagne. 

9. Follow Knowle Lane until you come to a 

junction called Bunneford Cross. Here you want to 

go left and after 10 metres there is another 

crossroads and here you want to go straight on. 

Follow this road on a long gentle climb. 

10. When you come down the other side of the 

hill, you will come to a crossroads. Here you want 
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to turn left and 

follow the road 

to another 

junction that 

brings you onto 

the Beacon 

Road. 

11. Turn left 

here and walk up the hill. After about ½ a mile you 

will see a public footpath sign on the right going 

down the side of a copse of trees. Stop and have a 

good look at the views here. You can see 

Exmouth, Killerton, Heldon Belvidere and 

Dartmoor on a good day. Keep an eye out for the 

dragon that lives in under the Iron Age hillfort at 

Killerton and flies between there and Cadbury 

Castle near Fursdon House. 

12. Walk down this track until it reaches Back 

Lane. 

13. Here turn right onto Back Lane and follow the 

road downhill for a few hundred metres until you 

see a public footpath sign on the left. Go through 

9 



the gate and follow the path around the field and 

down the side of Passmore estate onto West End 

Road. 

14. Turn left onto West End Road and follow the 

road back to the Guildhall. 

 


