
                      

Guildhall/Beare Straight/Silverton 

Mill/Penstone/West End Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distance – 5 miles 

Start/Finish Point – Guildhall 

Difficulty – 3/5 
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Route –  

1. From the Guildhall head down the High Street 

towards the White Lion pub. 

2. Keep going on West End Road past the turnings 

for Townlands, Barns Close and Westfield. Go past 

the terrace of thatched cottages on your left up to 

the crossroads called Higher Hill Cross. 

3. Turn left at Higher Hill Cross and walk down the 

hill past Hele Payne farm. You will get a nice view 

of the Culm Valley here and of the paper mill. 

4. At the bottom of the hill turn right onto Hele 

Road. You will need to cross the road here to get 

to the footpath so be careful. 

5. Follow the road around the left hand bend of 

the road, you are now walking past the front of 

the paper mill. Keep going over the bridge where 

the River Culm was diverted to power the mill. 

Carry on over the level crossing and up to the 

junction with the B3181. 



7. Turn right and follow the footpath until you see 

a bus stop on the other side of the road. You need 

to cross over here onto the Exeter bound side. Be 

very careful as this is a fast road. 

8. Walk along the footpath through the large 

layby, past ‘Willows’ and Beare Farm. The 

footpath comes to an end opposite Beare Gate 

Cottage.  

9. Cross over the B3181 and there the footpath 

continues past Beare Gate Cottage. You will then 

come to a large open junction on your right. 

10. Turn right here onto Beare Lane. After 

crossing over the bridge over the M5 there is a 

road off to the right. 

11. Turn right here and go down Bridge Lane 

toward the old Silverton paper mill. The road 

bears around to the left and then comes to a 

junction with the Silverton to Killerton road. 

12. Turn right here and be careful as this is a main 

road. North Lodge is on your left. Its two 

windows, vent and pipe made it look like a smiley 



face until an alarm box was added. Go over the 

bridge over the river Culm. When you have 

crossed the bridge look for a road off to the right. 

13. Turn right here onto a road that goes toward 

Bradninch. Go past Lease Cottages, up the hill and 

past Penstone on your right as you drop down the 

other side.  

14. This road goes over the railway line, past the 

turnings for Worth and Strathculm and after a 

steep climb arrives at Higher Hill Cross. You are 

now back on West End Road so make your way 

carefully back to the Guildhall. 

 

 


